Introduction
From the middle of the nineteenth to halfway through the twentieth century an association between insanity and hyperkinesia was commonly described (Ireland, 1877; Tuke, 1892; Ingrain, 1956; Ounsted, 1955) . The clinical picture of an attention deficit disorder with hyperkinesia, recognizably similar to that in use today (ADDH), was first widely identified as a common result of Von Economo's encephalitis in children after the first world war ("post-encephalitic disorder"). Currently the diagnostic and statistical manual of the American Psychiatric Association (DSM III, 1980) notes that the primary features of "childhood attention disorder with hyperactivity" are inattention (poor concentration), impulsivity and excessive motor activity (cf also Utah criteria; Wender et al., 1984) . In North America this concept, as least in name, replaced the more limited concept denoted by the "hyperactive child syndrome" (Laufer et al., 1957; Stewart et al., 1966) .
